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Government, The Neighborhood Files

Zone Change Request is DOA
Gardner Chapman withdrew the application for a zone change from a planned commerical to a multi-
family zone off Route 83.
By Annie Gentile | Email the author | April  26, 2011

The Center School gymnasium was the venue of
choice for the Planning and Zoning Commission
meeting once again as a larger than normal
crowd arrived for Monday night's meeting, the
majority of whom came to hear the Commission's
decision on whether to grant a zone change
request that would open the door to an
apartment complex development on properties
located at 185 West Road.

As it turned out, no decision needed to be made.

At the outset of the meeting, PZC Chairman Arlo
Hoffman announced receipt of an April 21 letter
from applicant Matthew Chapman requesting
withdrawal of the application. Chapman's request
was promptly granted, a decision which met with
a round of applause from the audience.

Hoffman said he personally was not surprised by
the request.

"In the past when we've seen an applicant make
such a request, it usually means they listened to the concerns that were raised," he said.

He added that if the applicant decided to make a new application for the zone change, he would need
to come before the Commission again and another public hearing would need to be held.

"[The application] could come back someday, but for now, it's dead," he said.

From the outset, the conceptual plan for 88 one-bedroom and 84 two-bedroom apartments dispersed
between 22 buildings on the east side of West Road and abutting Miller Lane had been met with
significant opposition from the public.

Objections ran from increased concerns about traffic along Route 83, potential negative impacts on
property values, concerns about the  impact on the school system and a fear that the development
would stress town services and the town's sewer capacity. The argument was also made that renters
are less likely to invest in the community or to vote in local elections.
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However, Don Poland, the planning consultant speaking on behalf of the application had argued that
the apartment complex would make a good transition between commercial and residential areas and
would provide much needed affordable housing for young adults and seniors who wished to live in
town. Poland also said the added residential base created by apartment dwellers would support the
growth of commercial development.

"[The opposition] did force a super-majority decision," said Hoffman, referring to the petition to deny
the zone change brought forth by Miller Lane resident Louis Corsino at the February 28 meeting. 

If at least 30 percent of residents within 500' of a proposed development petition to deny an
application, a super-majority of the Commission is required for approval. The petition submitted by
Corsino had 250 signatures, well over the minimum.  

Had the Commission approved the zone change, the applicant would still have needed to come back
for a special permit for the development, Hoffman said.

Are you happy or sad that the apartments aren't going to be built? Tell us in the comments.

Comments (1)

Dawn

12:24pm on Wednesday, April  27, 2011

Extremely happy these apts are not going to be built, we do NOT need any more Apts in
Ellington, we already have an abundance of them and some of them are not even being rented.
They are also very expensive and alot of people can not afford them in this economy.
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